Session 5
Handout 1: Instructions for group work 

You have been divided into groups. Each group will be working on one of the following situations, and developing a checklist for examining and advising the patient. 

The situations:

1. Doctor providing antenatal care to a woman who is known to have experienced spousal violence during her previous pregnancy

2. A woman referred from the post-natal ward to the psychiatry department for symptoms of post-partum psychosis

3. Male doctor attending a minor girl aged 10 years admitted following “alleged” rape

4. Female PG attending a male STI patient  


The first step within each group is to discuss what the current practice is, with respect to
a) Taking patient’s history; b) Carrying out clinic examination c) Giving information or counselling.
This has to be made into a checklist and written up in the Yellow chart paper given to you.

The second step is to identify the gender issues involved in this situation. Start with a gender analysis of the health problem, by asking how the health problem is being affected by gender division of labour, roles and norms, access to and control over resources and power/decision making. 

Your group will then start reworking on a rough paper the checklist in the yellow chart paper, to make it into a “value-added” checklist that addresses the gender issues identified, and make a first draft. 

Having developed this checklist, they examine it from a patient rights perspective. Does their response respect patient rights? If not, they should go back and modify the checklist. The final “value-added” checklist is written up in the Pink chart paper.

You have one hour for completing both these steps.

Each group then reports back in the plenary, taking no more than 5-7 minutes. 

