SESSION 6.  Handout 1
Integrating gender competencies in the medical curriculum

A list of some gender competencies (i.e. specific learning objectives for including a gender perspective) that could be expected as the outcome of gender mainstreaming are given below. 

a) Select a topic/area in your curriculum that could benefit from a gender perspective
b) Select one competency each in knowledge, behaviour and skills from the examples given below (or any other, as you wish)
c)   In the grid provided,
· Describe how a given topic will be dealt with so that each of the specific learning objectives will be achieved 
· Describe how you will evaluate the student to assess whether the specific learning objective has been achieved, giving specific examples

One sample completed grid has been filled below as an illustration 


Examples of gender competencies

Knowledge

The student will
1. Recognize gender and biological differences and associated social factors interacting with gender and biology in any clinical situation
2. Apply the above knowledge to diagnose and tailor treatment of common health problems prevalent in a specific setting   
3. Know about different roles assigned by society to women and men and gender norms and inequalities prevalent and their consequences for health-seeking behaviour and ability to successfully access and complete treatment

Behaviour

The student will

1. Respect equality and individuality of patients in language and behaviour irrespective of sex, age, caste, income or education
2. Behave in a non-patronising way
3. Engage in ‘deliberative’ doctor-patient relationship
4. Maintain confidentiality and privacy
5. Respect patients’ rights


Skills

The student will

1. Be able to manage history-taking and clinical examination of women and men taking into account biological, gender and other differences
2. Be able to counsel all patients irrespective of gender and social status
3. Be able to provide appropriate treatment for women and men taking into account biological, gender and other differences


Sample grid showing how gender has been mainstreamed and evaluated

Topic: Sexually transmitted infections
	Learning objective
	Teaching/learning topics
	Appropriate evaluation methods*

	
Recognize gender and biological differences and associated social factors interacting with gender and biology in any clinical situation



	- Incidence, prevalence,  clinical manifestations and prognosis of different STDs in women and men; include urethritis, balanoposthitis as topics
- Female vulnerability due to biology as well as gender
- Differential  social consequences of STDs for women and men
	Examples:
What are the typical presentations of gonorrhoea in men and women?

For a complaint of a yellow, itchy vaginal discharge in women, describe the steps in history taking, investigations and treatment through a flow-chart

	
Respect equality and individuality of patients in language and behaviour irrespective of sex, age, caste, income or education



	- Be taught to be non-judgemental about women including sex-workers;  to respect the patients’ dignity, privacy and confidentiality  
	Use Standardized patients to provide feedback on how they felt about the student’s ability in these specific competencies

	
Be able to counsel all patients irrespective of gender and social status



	Be taught to provide counselling for women and men of different social classes; 
-to know the local terminologies and expressions for describing various STDs
	Use role plays for assessing counselling abilities for varied patient profiles



